The  Crowd in  Peace and War

Tacitus (Ann. i. 29): "Nihilin vulgo modicum; terrere
"ni paveant; ubi pertimuerunt impune contemni."

Sir Walter Raleigh: "The Multitude, wanting that
"virtue which we call honesty in all men, and that es-
pecial gift of God we call charity, condemn without
"hearing, wound without offence given."

Sir Thomas Roe, on the Indian public in Mogul days:
"The multitude, full of tumor and Noyce, without head
"or foote; only it rages, but bendes it selfe upon noe direct
"end."

Such utterances are but superficial. All crowds, even
those most suddenly and accidentally formed, possess the
potentiality of good emotions as fully as of bad, and it
is necessary to bear this continually in mind. A modern
writer, Monsieur Tarde, by no means covers the whole
ground when he says: "Si diverses qu'elles soient par
"leur origine, comme par tous leurs autres caracteres,
"les foules se ressemblent toutes par certains traits: leur
"intolerance prodigieuse, leur orgueil grotesque, leur
"susceptibilite maladive, le sentiment affolant de leur
"irresponsabilite ne de Fillusion de la toute-puissance, et
"la perte totale du sentiment de la mesure qui tient a
"Foutrance de leurs emotions mutuellement exaltees.
"Entre Fexecration et Fadoration, entre Fhorreur et
"Fenthousiasme, entre les cris vive et a mort, il n'y a pas
"de milieu pour une foule. Vive, cela signifie vive a ja-
"mais. II y a la un souhait d'immortalite divine, un com-
"mencement d'apotheose. II suffit d'un rien pour changer
"la divinisation en damnation."

All this is true, but also it is no less true that crowds
may be generous, sympathetic, full of admiration for
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